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three biostatisticians, two biochemists* two epidemiologists* one biophysicist, one pathologist, one pharmacologist, and one endocrinolegist* The former Director, now a consultant, is the only physician associated with the office.
Agenda and Procedures
GAG does not initiate its own assessments; instead, it responds to requests from regulatory (program) offices in EPA. It does, however, set its own priorities in consultation with the program offices, on the basis of the workload of requests and the urgency of the need for the assessments. Although it serves as a risk assessment body for the whole Agency, not all programs in EPA use GAG. The most notable exception is the Office of Toxic Substances. Apparently, one factor cited by program offices as leading to this lack of use is the length of time GAG requires to complete an assessment.
Since 1976, GAG has prepared assessments for approximately 150 chemicals. The length and scope of the documents produced vary with the data available, with their purpose, and with the needs of the requesting office. They can range from brief and preliminary literature reviews relevant to hazard identification or tentative estimates of risk as a function of dose to complete and thorough literature reviews leading to a comprehensive risk characterization.  In-depth evaluations may or may not include quantitative dose-response assessments. As an example of its work agenda, GAG has covered 41 chemicals for the Agency's Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards.  In-depth evaluations were performed for nine (see Table III-4), and preliminary assessments for 32.
Methods and Use of Guidelines
The risk assessments performed by this group are based on Agency guidelines developed initially by GAG in 1976 for use by the entire Agency. These guidelines have been revised after initial publication, and some of the changes have also been published (EPA, 1979, 1980). Normally, individual assessment documents produced do not reexamine or indeed articulate underlying guidelines; rather, the reader is presumed to know that EPA and GAG rely on guidelines that embody particular choices among several